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The history of the origin of this Society, now entering upon its 137th session, is sufficiently well known to render much detail upon this point unnecessary. Though often told, however, the story will "bear repetition, and it may possibly be that there are some strangers present to whom it may be new. I prefer giving it in the words of Dr Lettsom in a note to his Life of Dr Fothergill:
" Nearly fifty years ago several students of medicine formed themselves into a Society for their mutual instruction and advancement in their studies. Every student of a certain standing who distinguished himself by his diligence, capacity, and conduct, was initiated into'this little assemhly. Here the opinions of the ancients, of their contemporaries, nay, the doctrines of their masters, were frequently discussed; and two of the members were always charged with the task of providing instruction and entertainment for the next meeting of the Society. Questions no doubt were here disputed and decided which long experience would have declined ; but it exercised their faculties, gave them both sides of arguments, taught them to doubt, and habituated them to observation. When one considers the activity as well as high reputation of a Society begun and conducted by students, curiosity is naturally excited to know the commencement of this successful and useful institution, which 1 am enabled to do by the information of one of its first and most respectable members. In the latter end of August 1734, the underwritten gentlemen (Dr Cleghorn, Dr Cuming, Dr Russell, Dr Hamilton, Mr Archibald Taylor, Dr James Kennedy), then fellowstudents in the Schools of Medicine at Edinburgh, who had long been familiarly acquainted, and entertained a reciprocal regard for each other, after having employed themselves during the three preceding weeks in the dissection of a body in the anatomical theatre, agreed to spend a social evening together at a tavern. 
